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EDUCATION: 
 

Ph.D. (Philosophy) Princeton University, 1987 
Dissertation: “Berkeley's Philosophy of Mathematics” 
Advisor:  Prof. Margaret D. Wilson 

B.A. (Mathematics and Philosophy) Macalester College, 1981 
 
HONORS, AWARDS, AND GRANTS: 
 

Professeur Invité, Université de Paris VII (Diderot) Spring 2015. 
Alumni Outstanding Teacher Award, North Carolina State University, April, 2006. 
The journal Choice recognized Squaring the Circle: The War between Hobbes and Wallis as one of the 

outstanding academic books of the year 2000 (December, 2000). 
NSF Scholars Award in Science and Technology Studies (1999-2002) three years of full support, for 

editing Hobbes’s mathematical works for the Clarendon Edition of the Works of Thomas Hobbes. 
NEH Fellowship for College Teachers, (1996-97) to support the completion of a book on the Hobbes-

Wallis controversy. 
NCSU College of Humanities and Social Sciences Summer Stipend (1994) to support writing of two 

chapters of a book on the Hobbes-Wallis controversy. 
NCSU College of Humanities and Social Sciences Research Fund Grant (1993-4) to support archival 

research on the Hobbes-Wallis controversy. 
National Humanities Center Fellowship (1993-4) to support writing of a book on the Hobbes-Wallis 

controversy. 
NCSU College of Humanities and Social Sciences Research Fund Grant (1992-3) to support research on 

the Hobbes-Wallis controversy. 
NEH Summer Stipen
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PUBLICATIONS (CONT.): 
 

ARTICLES: 
 
 “Hobbes on the Foundations of Natural Philosophy,” The Oxford Handbook of Hobbes, ed. Al Martinich 

and Kinch Hoekstra. Oxford University Press (2015), 232-145. 
“Descartes’ Geometry” Cambridge Descartes Lexicon, ed. Lawrence Nolan. Cambridge University Press, 

319-329. 
 “Leibnizian Mathematics,” A Companion to Leibniz, ed. Brandon C. Look. London:  Continuum Press, 

(2012) 275-286. 
“Machines, Mechanism, and the Development of Mechanics: Contemporary Understandings” Perspectives 

on Science 18 (2009): 98-112. 
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PUBLICATIONS (CONT.): 
 

ARTICLES: 
 “The ‘Hard Program’ in the Sociology of Scientific Knowledge: A Manifesto,” (with Warren Schmaus and 

Ullica Segerstralle) Social Epistemology 6 (1992): 243-265. 
“Berkeley's Philosophy of Geometry,” Archiv für Geschichte der Philosophie 
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PRESENTATIONS (CONT.): 
 

 “Compensating Errors and the Status of the Calculus: Berkeley on the Nature of Demonstration,” U C 
Irvine Workshop, “The Scientific Berkeley,” Irvine, CA, May, 2016. 

“Evolving Criteria of Mathematical Rigor in the Seventeenth Century,” Midwest Philosophy of 
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PRESENTATIONS (CONT.): 
 

 “The ‘Merely Mechanical’ vs. the ‘Scab of Symbols’: Seventeenth-century Debates over the Criteria for 
Mathematical Rigor,” Midwest Philosophy of Mathematics Workshop, Notre Dame, IN, 
November, 2008. 

“Hobbes, History, and Scientia,” Presented to the meeting of the International Society for Intellectual 
History, London, April, 2007.  

“Hobbes on History as a Source of Knowledge,” presented to the Philosophy Dept., Virginia Tech, April 
2007 

“Truth in Fiction: Leibniz on the Fictionality of Infinitesimal Magnitudes,” presented at the conference The 
Metaphysical and Mathematical Theories of the Infinitesimal in Leibniz’s Time, Emory 
University, March 30-April1, 2006; also presented to the Philosophy Dept, NC State University 
October, 2006. 

“Descartes, Pascal, and the Epistemology of Mathematics:  The Case of the Cycloid,” presented at the 
conference Descartes and Pascal, University of South Florida, Jan 13-15, 2006. 

“Geometry, Theology, and Politics:  Context and Consequences of the Hobbes-Wallis Dispute,” presented 
at the conference Wahrheit im Diskurs?  Das agonale Moment in der öffentlichen Debatte 
Potsdam, Germany, December 16-17, 2004. 

“Galileo, Hobbes, and the Book of Nature,” presented at the conference Receptions of Galileo, Virginia 
Tech, March 14-16, 2003. 

 “Faith and Fluxions: Berkeley on Theology and Mathematics,” presented at the International George 
Berkeley Conference, Texas A&M, April 3-5, 2003 

“Hobbes on Rigorous Demonstration: Theory meets Practice,” presented at the philosophy of mathematics 
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PRESENTATIONS (CONT.): 
 

 “Leibniz and the Foundations of the Calculus:  The Question of the Reality of Infinitesimal Magnitudes,”  
Leibniz and the Sciences, Dibner Institute for the History of Science and Technology, MIT, 
December, 1994. 

“Hobbes, Wallis, and the Universities:  Steps toward and Understanding of the Hobbes-Wallis Dispute,” 
presented to the Virginia Tech Seminar in the History and Philosophy of Science  Blacksburg, 
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